
Versailles Community Betterment 
Downtown Beautification Sub-committee 

Minutes from March 13, 2017 Meeting 
 
1. Mike reported that there is a program that Warsaw used that provides a $10,000 interest-

free loan (per storefront) with a two-year payback period. 
2. Chuck explained the storm water fund that was established in 1998 that is allocated 60% to 

parks and 40% to storm water. The Council may “re-vote” for use in additional infrastructure 
projects such as sidewalks and curbs. 

3. Mike provided an update on the Main Street organization. The large committee will vote on 
joining at the March 27th meeting. 

4. Laura and Rosalie are attempting to get in touch with building owners to discuss the 
opportunities for empty storefront window displays. Mike would like to see one used to 
highlight the Beautification Committee activities. Display ideas include old-time crafts such 
as blacksmithing and pottery to showcase artists.  

5. Sharon and Dorothy are working with Matthew Hoover of Countryside to develop a 
landscape plan. Commissioner James Bryant is supportive of the efforts. John suggested 
lighting the four corners of the building and adding a feature to the dome. 

6. Parking lot striping will be completed by the city employees due to insurance liability. Chuck 
shared that three handicapped parking spots will be added around the square. 

7. Darlene reports that the Branson mural designer is developing ideas and making progress. 
8. Tony will be attending a Main Street meeting in April. 
9. Chuck indicated there is a railroad tax fund that could be used to develop the Missouri Rock 

Island Trail (MORIT). An old depot could be moved to a location on the trail.  
10. Tony noted that signage will be important for directing visitors to local businesses. 
11. The mission statement can be developed with examples from the MO Mainstreet.org group. 
12. The ice cream social fund raiser is April 23 from 2-5 pm. Cake bakers are needed. 
13. A Facebook page like Laura did for our group would be useful for the larger group. This 

would enable polling and updates. 
14. Demographics were provided by Jacquie (http://www.city-data.com/city/Versailles-

Missouri.html). 
15. Mike is working on a T-shirt design. Chuck suggested that “Volunteer” be added. 
16. Fund raiser ideas: kite festival, fund a tree “In memory of…” 
 
Action items 
1. Laura will clarify with Jacquie and Ann Black about the grant process. 
2. Sharon will assist with contacting building owners, especially the Chinese restaurant owners. 
3. Mike will send the draft survey out for review. This will be used in talking to building owners. 
4. The group is asked to send survey feedback and T-shirt ideas to Mike. 
5. Ellen will send the MORIT newsletter to this group. The Annual Meeting is Tuesday, March 

28 in Jefferson City from 6-8 PM at 1101 Third Street 65101. 
6. Please contact Dorothy Lucas to volunteer for cake baking for the April 23 fundraiser. 
 
Next meeting: 
April 10 @ 6:00 p.m. at Sugar Mama’s (second Monday of the month) 
 
Resources: 
Demographics (http://www.city-data.com/city/Versailles-Missouri.html) 
Missouri Main Street organization https://www.momainstreet.org/ 
Missouri Rock Island Trail (MORIT) http://rockislandtrail.org/ 
 


